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West Roxbury seniors look for clear sidewalks

By Dan Atkinson / Staff Writer
GateHouse News Service
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West Roxbury — The Parkway’s walkways will soon be covered in snow, and two groups are teaming up to make sure sidewalks are
properly cleared.

“Everyone is concerned about snow clearance as an issue that impacts their lives,” said Rosa Carson of WalkBoston, a non-profit
group that promotes improved walking conditions. “Folks are concerned the business district is not always well-cleared in winter.”

WalkBoston and AgeWell West Roxbury held a meeting last weekend to discuss sidewalk clearing and about 20 people showed up,
Carson said. Janice Williams, of AgeWell, said she wanted to get the word out about helping elderly residents navigate their
sidewalks.

“We want to motivate neighborhoods to look out for seniors in the neighborhood,” she said.

Carson said seniors at Saturday’s meeting were interested in creating a list of people willing to shovel their walks for pay. While they
could afford someone shoveling, finding that person in the first place is difficult, Carson said.

“In the past, neighborhood teens would walk around and offer to shovel on the fly, that doesn’t happen anymore,” she said. “We’re
trying to create a community resource for shoveling if you don’t have a niece or nephew.”

AgeWell and its parent agency Ethos would maintain the shoveling list.

For city sidewalks, Boston has specific shoveling requirements that not everyone follows, Carson said. Shovelers need to leave a
42-inch path, not just a person-wide area.

“If you have a walker or cane or don’t have good balance, then a narrow area is no good,” Carson said.

For similar reasons, uncleared curbs are also a “huge issue” for seniors, she said. Even if people have shoveled their sidewalks, they’ll
ignore curb crossings. And not everyone shovels their sidewalks in the first place, Williams said.

“There are trouble spots where you have to walk down the street for three stores to get to one path that’s shoveled,” she said.

Massachusetts law used to distinguish between natural and unnatural accumulation of snow — businesses were not liable if someone
fell down in snow that had fallen and was unshoveled. But in July, the Supreme Judicial Court removed that distinction and said
people are liable for snow- and ice-related accidents in front of their properties.

Carson said she was unsure if that ruling would affect shoveling this winter, though. The ruling hasn’t been cited yet in any liability
cases and no precedent has been set.

“None of the lawyers I've talked to are totally sure how it will play out,” Carson said. “It probably has some implications for liability,
but no one seems to know what those implications are.”

The City of Boston will remind residents of shoveling requirements during its robocalls before snow emergencies, Carson said. It’s a
start for what Carson said usually takes more than just one winter to improve.

“From our perspective, this kind of program to increase snow clearing is a multiyear effort,” she said.
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