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Stanley School students get ‘crash course’ in
pedestrian safety

Mon Nov 26, 2007, 11:57 AM EST

SWAMPSCOTT - Lust Tuesday, despite the frigid emperatures and first snowtull of the season,
Stanley School second-graders bundled up and headed out of school. But rather than skipping out of
school early Nov, 20, these students were spending some time learning about amd praciiving safe
walking skills.

Donmed with bright green safery vests and accompanied by adult volunteers, the secomd-graders got a
head start in safety skills with a Pedestriun Safety Training course which taught them some skills needed
o sufely navigate the sireets and sidewalks of Swumpscon.

Thanks to o new parmership with the MassEides Safe Routes to School program and WalkBoswon, the
clisses were organized as part of the school-wide campaizn o increase amd encourage walking to school
s o great opponunity for phvsical exervise, community building and fun.

During the half-hour walks, volunteers talked the children about muny pedestian safety mles such as
sufie places to walk amd cross the street, where 1o stop before crossing a street, how o identify all of the
Plaves where curs could come from, stranger danger, what 1o do when vou drop something while
crossing the street, and the dungers that exist in o parking lot.

During the aftemoon, the wlult velunteers were offered muny “teachable moments” o further illustrate
their points. One volunteer dropped her umbrella in the crosswialk and she and the children watched as
#n oneoming var ran directly over it and crushed it

Wolunteers also pointed out many ureas where tull hedges inerfered with sodents” ability vo safely see a
car backing out of & drivewiy. Students were encouraged o “peak and sneak™ rather than mn past
drivewiys.

Amd despite the brightly dressed pedestrians clearly waiting o cross at  crosswalk, the students leamed
that drivers don’t always obey the rules. One group had w walt while five vars pussed right by, not
allowing them a safe time w cross the street.

This year Stanley School sudents are learning that walking to schoal is a wiay (o promaote health,
identify sufer routes for walking, and improve air guality, sayvs Principal Pumela B. Angelakis.
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Jill Lofchle and James Kraus from MassRlIdes ‘train the tralners’ who Included

parent volunteers and Stanley School Principal Pamela Angelakis and physical
education teacher Kathy Pacitto.



